
Writing to Recount 

Audience Purpose Examples Typical Structure Typical Language 
Features 

Someone who is 
interested in what has 
happened. 
 
 

To tell the reader what 
has happened in an 
informative and perhaps, 
entertaining way.  

Newspaper Article 
Summary of events 
Cartoon Strip 
Methodology write-up.  
 

Paragraphs are organised 
over time to be able to 
show what happened in 
order. 
 
The first paragraph will 
begin with the earliest 
event and then the next, 
etc.  
 
Words used precisely to 
record events 
accurately. 
 
Use of 
places/dates/times. 

Use of the PAST tense. 
 
First person or third 
person.  
 
Connectives which help 
explain what happened 
over time. 
 
Firstly… 
Secondly… 
Thirdly… 
Afterwards… 
Preceding/Proceeding 
this… 
Eventually… 
Currently…. 

 


